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Statement of Philosophical approach to 
Interpretation

This National Trust of Western Australia’s approach to interpretation is widely used in its interpretation planning and has been 
applied to Christmas Island. 

The principal aim of interpretation is not instruction, but provocation. The place should be presented as a space for public discourse 
and invite the visitor to share the excitement of thinking about the past, the present and the future. The visitor experience should 
thus be one of discovery or inspired insight. The local visitor should experience a degree of self-revelation while those from further 
afield should enjoy a richer insight into the place, the Territory or State and the country.

Interpretation should aim to present the whole rather than a part. It should resonate with voices that encourage open-minded 
consideration of different perspectives. The interpretation should celebrate the significance of the place by promoting the 
exploration of knowledge and ideas and by providing a dynamic forum for discussion and reflection. When challenging convention 
and encouraging debate, the interpretation may sometimes be controversial but never dull.

Interpretation is not mere information - it is revelation based upon information. But the information upon which it is based must be 
thematically organised, based on rigorous research and specific to each place. The interpretation should aim to relate to the place 
being displayed to something within the visitor.

Interpretation is an art, which combines many arts. Interpretive techniques should be appropriate to the place and the various, or 
multiple, audiences. They should reflect a contemporary perspective and clearly distinguish themselves from the historic fabric, 
artefacts or reality. They should be imaginative, reflecting the best in creativity and ingenuity.

There are, however, many options for interpreting a place. There is no single right way. The philosophical approach outlined above 
should be used to explore all options. 

  Authors: Mulloway Studio/ Paul Kloeden 2005
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The National Trust of Australia (WA) was invited in 2013 by the then 
Administrator Jon Stanhope, to provide professional advice regarding 
opportunities and limitations associated with the management, conservation 
and interpretation of Christmas Island’s natural and cultural heritage values. 
A summary report was prepared following a visit by The National Trust team. 
This has informed and identified targeted initiatives, including the preparation 
of An Interpretation Strategy for Christmas Island.

Key strategic plans for Christmas Island recognise important legal commitments 
to conservation and aspirations to share the natural and cultural heritage 
of Christmas Island for social, environmental and economic benefit.   The 
Destination Development Strategy 2013-2018 outlines a vision for developing 
the island into a world class destination, while the Visitor Experience 2016-
2018 designates cultural sites as ‘not a priority’. 

Greater understanding of cultural heritage values of the island by residents, 
workers and visitors will bring benefits to Christmas Island and its community. 
The island’s heritage comprises natural heritage and cultural heritage 
values. The Australia ICOMOS Burra Charter, 2013 provides a framework for 
assessment and management of cultural heritage significance of places and 
associated values. 

As an external territory of Australia, Christmas Island’s heritage places are 
registered on the Commonwealth Heritage List (refer Appendix 3) and the 
heritage responsibility lies with the Australian Government. These natural and 
cultural heritage values are recognised by The Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1996 as well as international treaties such as the 
Ramsar Convention.

Introduction

The significance of surviving built fabric, sites and records associated with 
Christmas Island’s mining industry, British Colonial presence as well as 
segregation and exploitation of Chinese and Malay labour has been considered 
extensively in the Christmas Island Heritage Review (Godden Mackay Logan). 
Similarly the Island’s role in defence, including its association with the “Unknown 
Serviceman” and Japanese occupation during WWII is also of significance as 
are the Chinese traditions associated with the Zangshu practices of burial from 
the 3rd century. Christmas Island becoming an Australian Territory in 1958, 
and the substantial changes of governance and impacts on the Christmas 
Island community. The recent divisive and sometimes tragic outcomes linked 
to Christmas Island Detention Centre and asylum seeking have contributed to 
the international profile of Christmas Island and its most recent chapter. 

The National Framework for Historic Themes provides clear links to the nine 
leading themes which guide Interpretation of heritage places. The extensive 
social values associated with activities and practices of Island life have been 
explored through the National Framework of Historic Themes which is 
consistent with Australian government’s heritage agencies commitment to 
common national standards for the identification and conservation of heritage 
places. 

Christmas Island residents are committed to the conservation and interpretation 
of the exceptional island heritage and motivated to share it with the world.

Christmas Island is a place of extremes. There are pressures at work in and 
on the community which are influenced by distance, social, economic and 
political forces outside the control of an interpretation strategy. However, 
there are opportunities to build strong foundations around cultural heritage 
and introduce programs, policies and practices to better realise Christmas 
Island’s distinctive cultural heritage values for current and future generations.
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Key to this strategy is the understanding that interpretation is an essential 
part of Christmas Island’s management. 

A range of strategic documents including plans for landscape, destination 
development, visitor experience and tourism inform this Strategy, which 
aims to guide Christmas Island in how to best communicate its heritage 
values and significance of the place to locals and visitors. 

In 2016, the Christmas Island’s administration and community are planning 
for a future independent of a mining economy. The rich natural heritage 
and unrealised cultural heritage of the Island are vital to this transition. 

The purpose of the Strategy is to provide a framework for communicating 
and managing heritage values through major initiatives and shorter term 
projects which will contribute to the sustainability of Christmas Island’s 
cultural heritage future.

It does this through the development of historic themes (refer to 
the Australian Historic Themes, Appendix 4) to clearly articulate the 
significance of the place. With substantial and extensive work by Parks 
Australia already advanced on natural heritage, greater focus will be 
placed on historic cultural heritage whilst ensuring consistency with 
natural heritage themes.
 
It includes both aspirational and practical recommendations which are in 
reach. Two new trails, interpretive nodes, exhibitions, recognition of the 
community’s distinctive experience and a response to concerns about the 
potential loss of culture are central to the strategy.

Executive Summary

In October 2018, Christmas Island will mark its 60th anniversary as an 
Australian Territory. This milestone provides a valuable reference point 
from which to consider Christmas Island’s impressive natural and cultural 
heritage values and the experiences they offer. 

There is a huge body of research and information about Christmas Island’s 
history and this Strategy brings together existing information and work of 
organisations with similar goals to ensure a consistent and coordinated 
approach is taken with responsible management of scarce resources. 

To be effective, the implementation needs to be adopted by both the Shire 
of Christmas Island and the Commonwealth through the Department of 
Infrastructure and Regional Development and the Indian Ocean Territories 
Administration.

The Strategy strives to increase knowledge, awareness, understanding and 
commitment to Christmas Island’s outstanding cultural values for social, 
environmental and economic benefit.  

It aims to facilitate community engagement, allow communities and 
individuals to participate actively in recording, acknowledging and 
celebrating their heritage with a focus on the culture, history and 
traditions which to date have been ignored or under-represented in the 
broader community (e.g. the Chinese and Malay culture and Christmas 
Island as a ‘time capsule’, its historic role in defence as a strategic outpost, 
multi-cultural relations, inter-generational experiences).

This Interpretation Strategy is an invitation for the community to explore 
new ways of valuing Christmas Island and itself.
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The concept of cultural 
significance

The concept of cultural significance is used in Australian 
heritage practice and legislation to encompass all 
of the cultural values and meanings that might be 
recognised in a place. Cultural significance is the sum 
of the qualities or values that a place has, including the 
five values— aesthetic, historic, scientific, social and 
spiritual. Through the processes of investigating the 
place and assessing each of these values, we can clearly 
describe why a place is significant. This is the first step 
towards ensuring that our decisions and actions do not 
diminish its significance.1
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1. Australia ICOMOS, 2013. The Burra Charter: The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of 

Cultural Significance.
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Key Recommendations

The following key recommendations were determined during the course of the project. Each supports the implementation of the strategy 
and is complemented by the major initiatives and suggested actions.

1. Adopt the Interpretation Strategy to expand Christmas Island’s engagement with its natural and cultural heritage values.

2. Adopt a ‘whole of island’ approach to the implementation of the Strategy.

3. Aspire to World Heritage listing of Christmas Island.

4. Create and make available dedicated cultural facilities reflecting the island’s unique social values represented in art, literature,   

 photographs and oral histories. 

5. Support the ‘wellbeing’ of the Island and in doing so the community through understanding and respect of heritage values.

6. Increase the heritage capacity of Christmas Island community through increased skills and training from reputable cultural    

 agencies.

7. Continue a trilingual naming protocol for interpretation on the Island.

8. Develop nature based and cultural heritage outcomes which inform tourism products.

9. Support sustainable business, employment and tourism outcomes guided by the Island’s heritage values and recommendations of   

 this strategy.

10. Develop and maintain partnerships which support public education and lifelong learning to ensure future generations of Christmas  

 Islanders and mainlanders have an opportunity to share knowledge, awareness, understanding and commitment to Christmas   

 Island.
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Audience and profile

Though a small and isolated community, Christmas Islanders represent a rich and diverse culture. With long term residents, particularly of 
Chinese and Malay descent; scattered ex-pat communities; a transient workforce; and tourists and visitors who are present only briefly on 
the Island, there are different audiences which this Interpretation Strategy has considered.

Broadly speaking, the permanent population is multi-cultural with different values, faiths and experiences. These communities are 
the fabric of the Island with involvement in all aspects of the Island’s society, economy and environment. The stories and histories are 
considered fragile and there are fears that once people are gone, these will be lost. There are also aspects of the Island which are not 
well communicated, for instance, the network of Temples and Shrines and the events and traditions associated with each are not well 
understood on the whole.  

There are clusters of expat families and individuals in Australia and overseas who retain a strong connection to the place they worked, 
lived or grew up on. These people also have knowledge and stories about the Island’s culture which needs to be captured. Interpretation 
available off-Island is one way of reaching this audience.

The working population consists of initiatives which are the permanent community, with employment by the Shire, Christmas Island 
Phosphates and other government and community services. Some workers are fly-in fly-out or are on limited term contracts and make 
up the transient workforce. The induction or orientation to the Island for these workers is inconsistent and involvement in the local 
community is varied. A strong welcome message and ongoing activities and means of communicating the Island’s culture and history is 
important in developing a good understanding of the significance of the place these people are experiencing.

Finally, whilst annual tourism numbers are considered low, this is an audience which has potential to grow with private operators already 
offering a number of experiences for visitors. Currently, this is focussed on nature-based tourism, with cultural experiences not afforded 
the same focus. There are clear connections between some significant natural sites and associated cultural values which can be explored 
and complement these experiences. With other barriers to tourism markets, particularly flights (costs and scheduling), tourism is 
considered a secondary audience to the permanent and semi-permanent community.



14

Statement of Significance

A Statement of Significance for Christmas Island remains 
fundamental to the understanding of heritage values. The 
Island itself is a distinctive geological formation containing 
internationally recognised and evolved ecosystems. The defined 
area is characterised by a diverse range of natural and cultural 
heritage values including many individual places which have 
specific heritage value. Outstanding value attached to the overall 
Island landscape has evolved over time in an isolated location in 
the Indian Ocean. 

A Statement of Significance has been prepared on the basis of 
the model used by the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural organization (UNESCO) for the purpose of establishing 
World Heritage Listings. As a response to the method employed 
by UNESCO, the Statement of Significance for Christmas Island 
presents an integrated view that places natural and cultural 
values side by side and provides a foundation for a future 
direction for the Island.
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Statement of Significance

The Statement of Significance identifies Christmas Island as a cultural 
landscape with natural and cultural significance for the following 
reasons:

• The Island is characterised by a unique and distinctive   
 assemblage of plants determined by biological, geological and  
 geographic isolation.
• The Island in its oceanic location is home to rare and 
              threatened endemic flora and fauna listed on international            
              registers.
• The Island includes two Ramsar sites: the Dales and Hosnies 
               Spring which are recognised as Wetlands of International 
               Importance.
• Christmas Island is one of the world’s significant seabird   
 islands.
• The Island supports the world’s largest population of the   
 world’s biggest land crab, the robber crab (Birgus latro).
• The annual breeding migration of red crabs from the   
 rainforest to the sea is one of the world’s most remarkable  
 wildlife events.
• The Island’s intact fringing reefs and waters are home to   
 vulnerable species of turtle (Hawsbill and Green)
• The Island demonstrates the adoption of the 3rd century  
 Chinese burial and religious practices.
• The Island demonstrates tri cultural practices including   
 Chinese, Malay and European traditions.

• The Island is a point of strategic intersection for exploration,  
 navigation, commerce, communication, defence, labour,   
 immigration and related interests.
• The Island is a destination for those seeking refuge and is the  
 site of Australia’s worst peace time maritime tragedy since  
 the 19th century.
• The Island’s phosphate industry was vital to the commercial  
 success of the island and formed the dominant industry.
• Christmas Island provides evidence of contrasting notions of  
 exploitation and understanding, use and abuse, management  
 and mismanagement.
• The Island demonstrates evidence of innovation in technology  
 including the introduction of island based mechanised   
 quarrying.
• The Island demonstrates a Colonial approach to the historic  
 division of labour and an apartheid approach to housing,  
 education and civil freedoms. 
• The Island’s collection of workplace temples demonstrates  
 an interrelationship between workplace and spiritual beliefs  
 of the Chinese community.
• The Island is a symbol of changing immigration and industrial  
 policies. 
• The Island is associated with significant individuals whose  
 activities have influenced the nation including William   
 Dampier, John Murray, members of the Clunies-Ross family,   
 Dr Sara Maude Robertson, the “Unknown Serviceman”,   
 Gordon Bennett, Sir Paul Hasluck, Gough Whitlam, and Bob  
 Hawke.
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While broader themes link the natural and historic values of the island, 
it is possible to transcend these environments and take the valued 
assessment to a higher level.  As part of this process, three overarching 
themes have been developed to guide a higher-level understanding of 
the Island.

Power of the landscape
Christmas Island’s location and topography has shaped a unique home 
for endemic and rare plants and animals which respond to the rhythms 
of season. The geology has determined world class formations and 
waterways as well as the longstanding industrial enterprise of phosphate 
mining.  The Island has also shaped the lives of its human population over 
time.
 
Isolation and connection
Christmas Island’s geographic location in the Indian Ocean has at once 
made it difficult to reach, while connecting it to many nations through 
maritime history, politics, defence, racial, industrial and border issues. 
While its isolation has created unique blends and juxtapositions in 
both the natural and cultural environments, Christmas Islanders have 
forged a unique island home and culture comprising  diverse community 
connections which allow Eastern and Western experiences to remain 
equally valid on island and in other locations.  

Island of promise 
Christmas Island is associated with people who have aspired to improve 
their lives and the lives of their families. Harsh and isolated working 
conditions as well as dangerous ocean journeys demonstrate how 
Christmas Island is perceived as an island of promise.

Meta themes
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Heritage Policies

Policy 1
The outstanding heritage of Christmas Island consisting of natural and 
historic values will be considered as an inherent part of any policies, 
strategies or planning documents which consider future land use and 
community development.

Policy 2
All organisations and agencies will endeavour to take responsibility 
and lead by example in the management and conservation of places 
and objects of heritage significance under its care and control through 
obtaining appropriate approvals and advice.

Policy 3
The community’s interest in heritage will be inclusive and reflected in 
the creation of opportunities for public input and involvement with 
professional expertise sought where required.

Policy 4
Partnerships between organisations and individuals, both on-Island 
and off, with shared interests in the management, conservation and 
interpretation of heritage will be pursued and developed.

The Christmas Island Heritage Strategy, National Trust of Western Australia, (2016) developed policies to guide future heritage actions and approaches on 
Christmas Island. 

Policy 5
Objects and information which reflect Christmas Island’s significance will be 
retained on-Island with appropriate structures and support with support from 
mainland institutions.

Policy 6
All cultural groups will continue to be supported through the use of tri-
language in publically accessible signs, publications and notices.

Policy 7
All Christmas Island residents and visitors will have access to information 
about the heritage values of Christmas Island and opportunities to conserve, 
learn and celebrate them.

Policy 8
The principles and aims of the Burra Charter should be adopted as the 
standard procedure to be followed in the management of Christmas Island’s 
heritage. 
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Interpretation Principles

In addition, for the purposes of this Strategy, principles have emerged during the development of this plan and 
are articulated in the following sections. The interpretation principles guide recommendations and suggested 
actions in the plan. They are essential tools in decision making about future interpretation for the Island 
including the vision, significance of place and philosophical approach.

Principle 1 Communicate to local and international audiences the outstanding values attached to   
  Christmas Island as a cultural landscape comprising natural and historic values.

Principle 2  Make available to visitors to Christmas Island the experiences, themes and stories associated  
  with its unique multicultural community.

Principle 3  Continue the trilingual protocol in the Island’s interpretation outcomes.

Principle 4 Ensure the fundamental sense of place intrinsic to the Island is not compromised by the   
  interpretation.

Principle 5 Aspire to World Heritage Listing to take advantage of opportunities leading from international  
  recognition of Christmas Island’s heritage values and associated cultural capital.
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Vision Statement

Interpretation is focussed on experience. The Christmas Island Tourism Association and 
Parks Australia have developed the Island’s natural attractions, however the cultural 
attractions have the potential to be enhanced and contribute to the experiences of locals 
and visitors.

The Christmas Island Heritage Strategy (2016) developed a vision for the Island, this is: 

Support and stimulate community connections to the Island’s exceptional history, 
cultures and environment

This Interpretation Strategy is consistent with this vision and also draws on the Christmas 
Island National Park Visitor Plan 2016-2018.

Christmas Island is one of nature’s most impressive feats, an island full of natural 
wonders and cultural legacies
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Major Initiatives 

A number of initiatives have been developed as a result of the vision, 
policies, principles and themes related to Christmas Island’s heritage. 
These initiatives have been broken down into recommended actions 
to provide clear and achievable outcomes with further explanations 
where required.

The actions have considered the communities which contribute to 
Christmas Island’s history and culture. A holistic approach has been 
taken with an expectation that different organisations and individuals 
can implement and take part in these actions.
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1. Island Voices

Christmas Island demonstrates unique and distinctive aspects which blend Australian and International perspectives of history and culture. 
The values are present in everyday life of the people who have lived on the Island over time. There are exceptional opportunities associated 
with the community voices of the Christmas Island – past and present – to bring value to the Island community, broader community and 
online. Concentrations of ex-pat Christmas Island voices can be heard in Australian communities in Perth, Katanning, Geraldton and Port 
Hedland as well as other countries. Christmas Island voices are also essential to ensuring spiritual and practical requirements associated 
with culture, traditions and events are recorded for future generations. Concern about the loss of cultural practices, for example within the 
Chinese community, was highlighted during consultation and an audio visual solution is the most appropriate recommendation. National 
Park experiences can be enhanced with cultural knowledge available via these communities. Island Voices provides linkages to schools and 
young voices as well as outcomes in public education. Recording the stories of Christmas Island not only acknowledges and conserves the 
Island’s community consciousness but also has potential in terms of academic study and research as well as new and enhanced tourism 
products which has positive economic and social outcomes.

Recommended	Actions:
1a. Undertake an audit of existing oral collections.
 A number of oral histories have been identified which have been compiled by various organisations and are held in different   
 collections. By auditing what is available and understanding what has been focussed on in the past, new programs can be identified  
 and developed.
1b.  Partner with key libraries to develop an oral history program.
 Identifying partners will allow access to resources and expertise. Any oral history program should also consider ex-pats and others   
 who live off-Island. This can include on-Island mentorship and capacity building in community skills. The State Library of Western   
 Australia and National Library of Australia are two such institutions with an interest in Christmas Island (refer to Section 8:    
 ‘Partnerships’).
1c.  Develop a culturally sensitive program to record the spiritual and practical requirements at the Island’s temples and cemetery sites.
 The knowledge associated with these places is limited to a few within the community; by properly recording these, the traditions   
 and values can protected and communicated.
1d.  Collaborate with Parks Australia to integrate cultural values into existing communications.
 There are a number of cultural stories associated with naturally significant places such as Hugh Dale’s Waterfall and the Blow Holes.  
 By collaborating with community groups and leaders, Parks Australia can capture the cultural aspects of these places alongside   
 environmental information.
1e.  Develop a suite of themed audio programs to contribute to Christmas Island Radio and other mediums.
 The oral history interviews, sharing of stories and experiences can contribute to developing programs which can be broadcast locally  
 and widely (e.g. YouTube). This could be done in association with the school or other groups with community-based activities.
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Island Journeys offers a thematic framework for ideas, stories and experiences. It provides options for locals and visitors to explore social, 
natural and cultural heritage values through the personal experience of “guided tours”. Island Journeys provides an opportunity for a 
fee for service island experience from a range of perspectives.  Made available through Christmas Island Tourism Association, Christmas 
Islanders would bring their unique perspectives to this program while increasing the cultural literacy of the island. Content development and 
individual training would support the delivery of a suite of Island Journeys.  

Public art is a highly visual medium and can contribute to creating an identity to different areas, communicate the history associated with 
places and create a sense of playfulness. As has happened in a number of urban and regional centres in Australia and around the world, 
public art and murals can engage with communities and attract visitors which can lead to tours, social media interest, festivals and events. 

A number of trails could be developed to reflect themes such as: 
• Religion and cultural practices incorporating the Temples and Shrines as well as the Mosque, Church and other places
• Defence heritage and the Japanese occupation
• The former rail lines and associated industrial heritage
• Recreation and leisure

2. Island Journeys
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2. Island Journeys

Recommended	Actions:
2a.  Enhance projects and programs developed by Parks Australia and the Christmas Island Tourism Association to include aspects of   
 the Island Journeys initiative.
 Christmas Island’s natural significance is widely acknowledged and valued, however, encouraging greater recognition of the Island’s  
 cultural heritage and ways of incorporating this into existing mediums (signage, tours etc.) will contribute to enhancing experiences.  
 Encourage discussions and partnerships with Christmas Island Phosphates, Chinese Literacy Association, Malay Association of   
 Christmas Island, the School and other community groups to capture and develop these contrasting experiences. Any    
 written mediums should be trilingual.
2b. Continue and enhance the public art program on Christmas Island.
 Arts and Culture have been active in developing public art on Christmas Island with commissioned artists as well as community lead  
 projects. The Shire is leading plans to develop large scale painted murals with recognised artists. This activity can assist in    
 communicating the Island’s history and provide an identity to precincts. There is an added benefit of encouraging private    
 owners to maintain their properties and to consider similar treatments at their properties. Christmas Island is a complex place and   
 public art is an engaging way to communicate its history, culture as well as celebrate and commemorate past and recent events. 
2c.  Investigate the improvement and development of new and existing trails around the Island.
 There are existing trails in the Settlement, Poon Saan and Drumsite as well as Smith Point which were installed several    
 years ago. While these trails provide some basic information, the presentation of the information as well as associated    
 promotional materials could be reviewed and improved. A number of other potential trails have been identified and    
 expanded within this strategy.
2c.  Develop fee-for-service options for the Island Journeys for example, tours, downloadable information/apps etc.
 Some of the recommended actions can be developed into fee-for-service activities. For examples, tours of naturally significant places  
 can include guides who can explain the cultural meanings and associations with these places. This can be done collaboratively with  
 the Christmas Island Tourism Association, Park Australia, Christmas Island District High School, private tour operators and other   
 community groups. 
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3. Cultural Collections

Develop cultural collection facilities for Christmas Island which include references, audits, photographs and examples of art, poetry, maps, 
oral histories and details of significance. This initiative would provide a coordinated collection point with opportunities for each community. 
Cultural collection facilities would be used by researchers, curators, journalists, students and others to increase accessibility to Christmas 
Island’s social history. The 60th Anniversary in 2018 can act as the stimulus for collecting.

An audit of social values should be done as part of this initiative to reveal the Christmas Island community’s past and present uses and 
connection to the Island  - this can contribute to capturing a contemporary narrative and understanding of the community now including 
what is valued by all cultural groups and their attitudes and perspectives. Social values are inherent in art and literature, poetry and stories, 
films and images, activities and experiences associated with community engagement with the Island and its surrounding water.  This is 
expressed by artists, photographers, writers; through recreational activities including boating, fishing, diving, walking, bird watching and 
observing crabs and the regenerative properties of the trails, jungles and vistas. Some examples of this artwork has been identified and 
included within this Strategy. 

Recommended	Actions
3a. Establish a cultural collections facility as part of the 60th Anniversary of the Island becoming a part of Australia
 The 60th Anniversary represents an appropriate time to provide a lasting legacy of Christmas Island’s culture.
3b. Undertake a social values audit for Christmas Island to build a collection of Christmas Island represented in art, literature,   
 photographs and oral histories.
 By identifying examples of historic and contemporary cultural materials, a significant collection of the Island culture and history can  
 be compiled. This would provide a rich resource for the community and a number of different professions and projects.
3c.  Invite the Christmas Island community (on and off-Island) to contribute to the development of the collection.
 This action would enable the ex-pat community to make a contribution to the Island’s cultural capital. Importantly, a    
 structure and process for accepting donations would need to be established prior to this occurring.
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4. Welcome

Visitor orientation and awareness of Christmas Island’s natural and cultural values can be enhanced 
by making available inflight inductions via hand held tablets and other digital devices such as apps.  
A suite of audio visual productions made available en route could highlight the diversity of the 
island’s cultural activities and prepare visitors for unique environmental conditions including rare and 
protected fauna.

Christmas Island Airport terminal has been identified as a major node in this strategy and an 
opportunity to extensively increase visitor education opportunities.  Extensive visual representations 
of the island’s internationally recognised flora, fauna and outstanding cultural heritage in and on 
the terminal would encourage awareness and understanding of the Island’s values and provide 
opportunities for visitors to further support conservation activities.

A cohesive orientation and way finding approach through Settlement and along Gaze Road would 
improve the presentation and readability of Christmas Island’s key commercial and tourist base.

Recommended	Actions:
4a. Produce and make available on airlines an inflight audio visual induction to Christmas Island.
 Working with airlines, a welcoming induction to Christmas Island’s community and   
 environment will contribute to delivering key message about the place to a captured   
 audience.
4b. Enhance visitor orientation at the airport terminal and in arrival/departure lounge. 
 The airport has potential to be a major visitor node promoting natural and cultural values. In  
 the arrivals hall there have been some attempts to enliven this area, however improvements  
 can be made in terms of better provision of information (either within arrivals or outside the  
 terminal) and more visual representations of the Island. Consideration could be given   
 to appointing a welcome host (possibly with a team of volunteers) who can greet new visitors.
4c.  Introduce visitor orientation and wayfinding along Gaze Road.
 There is a lack of visitor information along Gaze Road, particularly to cultural places such as  
 Tai Jin House and its collection. Improved signage should be investigated.
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5. Way Finding and Nodes

Signage, public art and infrastructure can contribute to the improvement of way 
finding and places of interest. 

As a major 60th anniversary project, a series of nodes from ‘the cemeteries 
to the ceremonial area’ in the vicinity of Tai Jin House would provide a clearly 
defined self walk trail and guide for the Island Voices program.  The original and 
concealed Clunies Ross rock carving located near the roundabout should be 
included in this initiative and interpreted for visitors with the development of a 
Roundabout Node.

Develop additional nodes with a consistent style of approach at Flying Fish 
Cove, Phosphate Hill, South Point and Grants Well as these places substantially 
support diverse visitor needs and highlight a diversity of cultural values. 
Additional nodes can be considered as funds allow.

Introduce designed imagery to  existing ‘building canvases’ including those at 
the Roundabout Node and Christmas Island Tourism Association buildings as 
part of the 60th anniversary project and integrate with Shire of Christmas Island 
plans to install a series of murals from Settlement to Poon Saan. Introduce an 
annual Artist in Residence program to Christmas Island and consider Tai Jin 
House for artist accommodation.

The National Trust acknowledge Parks Australia for its professional and 
substantial work in trails, infrastructure and signage on Christmas Island. 
The style and design of signage has been developed for the Island’s often 
extreme conditions and the technical know-how associated with this can bring 
continuing value to interpretive outcomes. 

Draw on Parks Australia expertise and develop a cultural style guide which 

includes a trilingual approach. The presence of this will acknowledge 
the diversity of culture on the island. Accompany the trail with the 
development of a series of digital/printable walk trail guides linked to 
new themes. 

A number of proposed trails and nodes have been recommended which 
acknowledge significant places and paths. These have been discussed in 
greater detail in the following section.

Recommended	Actions:
5a.  Develop a cultural style guide with technical support from Parks  
 Australia.
5b.  Develop a Gaze Road Trail and nodes from the cemeteries to the  
 ceremonial precinct.
 Include interpretation about the Clunies Ross rock carving at the  
 Roundabout Node.
 Develop nodes at Phosphate Hill, Flying Fish Cove, South Point  
 and Grants Well and further nodes as funds become available.
 Develop digital and printable walk trail guides.
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5.1 The Temple Trail

Christmas Island’s temples and shrines provide an outstanding journey into spiritual beliefs of former and current residents. The temples and 
shrines are a unique and visual aspect of Christmas Island’s cultural heritage, which can be further communicated and promoted.  

During consultation at Christmas Island in April 2016, members of the resident Christmas Island Chinese community highlighted a range of 
cultural concerns during formal and informal consultation regarding the temples.

• An aging population may not be able to adequately care for the temples
• The cultural understanding around the temples and the represented Taoist Deities and Buddhas was at risk of being lost
• Cultural practices associated with the temples were at risk of being lost
• The documenting of stories and oral histories associated with life on Christmas Island was at risk because people left  the island   
 due to changes in personal and professional circumstance.
• The capacity to pass on cultural responsibilities at Christmas Island was at risk as residents left the Island to pursue education and   
 career opportunities.

Recommended	Actions:		
These recommended actions provide some of the steps to consider in the development of this trail. This could be self-guided; form part of a 
private tour; or be lead by members of the community in a voluntary or fee-for-service capacity.

5.1a. Establish an oral history program which captures the history and experiences of Christmas Island residents and ex-pats involved with  
 the Temples and Shrines or other related cultural aspects.
5.1b.  Make audio visual recordings of specific cultural practices and requirements associated with Temples and Shrines.
5.1c.  Develop a temples trail (self-guided or guided) in association with the Temple Committee members, community, tour operators and  
 Christmas Island Tourism Association.
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The Flow of Qi

Wind, Water and Qi

The bones of hill and crag, the arterial branches of bank and mound, these are trails of Qi

Qi rides the wind and scatters but is retained when encountering water

The ancients collected it to prevent its dissipation, and guided it to assure its retention

Thus it was called Fengshui.

According to the laws of Fengshui, the site which attracts water is optimum, followed by the

Site which catches wind. 6

6. Book of Burial by Guo Pu (276-324) Translated by Stephen l Field PhD.
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5.2 Phosphate Hill

The first indentured Chinese workers arrived in June 1899 from poor rural areas including Guangdong. Amongst these workers were 
members of the Hung Men Brotherhood. In the absence of family, these work colleagues would provide a vital role in maintaining spiritual 
practices and burial requirements on the Island.

These practices are still evident today in the configuration of Chinese graves at Phosphate Hill and are recognised by the Australian 
Government for their heritage values. Annual events including the Qing Ming Festival and Hungry Ghost Festival commemorate these 
ancient practices and former community members.

The significance of this place is not easily understood particularly by visitors or those unfamiliar with Christmas Island. The place has 
potential to deliver exceptional experiences including understanding the cemetery and taking in the extraordinary views overlooking the 
northern tip of the island and ocean. With unmarked trails and little information available, clear actions can improve the experience of 
Phosphate Hill Cemetery. 

Recommended	Actions:		
5.2a. Develop a visitor node and look out at Phosphate Hill with guidance from the Chinese community. This could form part of the   
 proposed Temples Trail.
5.2b. Develop sensitive way finding, awareness of the ‘Bridge to China’, significance of grave placement and relation to Qi energy of the   
 island and community in association with responsible authorities. This should include details of the ‘Book of Burials’ and    
 links to Fengshui in information and tours.
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5.3 Grants Well

A Grants Well has played an important role in the water supply story and social history at Christmas Island. The pump station, former 
residence, cleared landscape and fruit tree varieties provide an opportunity to develop a staged education, tourism and accommodation 
node on the island.

Grants Well represents an interesting combination of Christmas Island’s natural and cultural values intrinsically linked to Christmas Island’s 
early history. This place has potential to be multifunctional and provide a range of services and experiences. 

Grant’s Well has played an important role in the water supply story and social history at Christmas Island. The pump station, former 
residence, cleared landscape and fruit tree varieties provide an opportunity to develop a staged education, tourism and accommodation 
node on the Island. 

Grants Well, managed by Parks Australia, represents an interesting combination of Christmas Island’s natural and cultural values intrinsically 
linked to Christmas Island’s early history. The potential of this place to be multifunctional and provide a range of services and experiences is 
recognised.

Recommended	Actions:
5.3a. Investigate the development of Grants Well as a tourism and educational node on Christmas Island through a process of master   
 planning this should include risk assessment, emergency services requirements, and provision of services.

5.3b. Ensure the ongoing maintenance and conservation of the existing former residential structure to avoid deterioration and consider   
 adaptive reuse potential including accommodation or for the presentation of natural and cultural information.
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5.4 Ceremonial Node

The ‘Ceremonial Node’ includes a number of places within the Smith Point and nearby areas. 

5.4.1	Tai	Jin	House
Tai Jin House provides a valuable venue for events and changing exhibitions and would provide an ideal focus for the 60th anniversary of Christmas Island 
and a reconciliation theme. The two storey building was constructed in the mid 1930s and is included on the Commonwealth Heritage Register. To the north 
of Tai Jin House there are relic structures of a former World War II ammunition bunker and a gun placement which contains a 6 inch naval gun and behind it 
in the rainforest are concealed WWll facilities.

Recommended	Actions:		
5.4.1a. Renew a management plan for Tai Jin House and WWll facilities both European and Japanese.
5.4.1b. Develop a new exhibition for Tai Jin House as part of the 60th anniversary.
5.4.1c. Include recent work from contemporary artists and contrasting examples of early landscapes.
5.4.1d. Introduce an international artist in residence program.
5.4.1e. Develop a light projection program for iconic buildings for 60th anniversary.

5.4.2	Point	Smith	6	Inch	Gun	Position	
The position is moderately well preserved, but it lacks interpretative context. This would be improved by clearing debris and foliage from toilet area 
highlighting officer, NCO and Asian facilities. An interpretive context for this area would make clear the function of the observation post, components of the 
position including access road, gate house, gun position, observation post and accommodation. Make a description and purpose of the 6 inch gun available 
on site and introduce the Japanese occupation story.  Also, repair flagpoles at RAN Memorial and fly flag when the existing Tai Jin House Museum is open. 
Assess conservation requirements of the Point Smith buildings. Integrate defence stories into Island Voice and Island Journey initiatives.

Recommended	Actions:
5.4.2a. Develop Point Smith as a ceremonial node for defence heritage.
5.4.2b. Reflect Japanese invasion and occupation of Christmas Island at the ceremonial node.
5.4.2c. Investigate other aspects of Christmas Island’s defence history including Troop mutiney in 1942 and the Island’s role in historic and current contexts.
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5.4 Ceremonial Node 

5.4.3	The	‘Unknown	Serviceman’	
The Unknown Serviceman is connected to the sinking of the HMAS Sydney of the Western Australian coast in 1941 by the German cruiser the Kormoran 
which was also destroyed. All lives on board the Australian ship were lost and the wreckage was not found until many decades later in 2008. 
In February 1942, a Carley float was found off Christmas Island, a body was recovered and buried in the Old European Cemetery. In 2006, this was exhumed 
and examined back in Western Australia. There was an intention to return the body to Christmas Island however it was instead re-interred in Geraldton. The 
identity of the body was never confirmed and there are also questions regarding its connection to the HMAS Sydney however this unknown serviceman is 
considered representative of the doomed ship and its crew. 

The removal of the ‘Unknown Serviceman’ purportedly from the HMAS Sydney from Christmas Island and the process of his reinternment has not 
been properly told at the memorial in Geraldton or on Island. Some in the community feel this can be improved and there are opportunities to better 
communicate this story.

Recommended	Actions:
5.4.3a. Emplacement of a single Gull Marker on Christmas Island which reflects the ‘Dome of Souls’ memorial to HMAS Sydney in Geraldton. 
Refer to http://www.hmassydneymemorialgeraldton.com.au/completed-the-dome-of-souls/ for information about the symbolism of the gulls.    
Possible locations for this may be near where the Unknown Serviceman was found off Flying Fish Cove or where he was interred in the     
Old European Cemetery. In addition, implement interpretive signage at an appropriate location either at the Old European Cemetery to     
complement the existing plaque at the former grave site or related location.
5.4.3b. Add information about the HMAS Sydney connection to Christmas Island at Geraldton
Include information about the Unknown Serviceman and the connection to Christmas Island on the memorial website, 
www.hmassydneymemorialgeraldton.com.au with consideration to on-site interpretation in Geraldton.
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6. Online prescence and promotion

An ongoing consideration has been the isolation of Christmas Island and difficulties in accessing the place by visitors. As well, it is 
important to recognise the number of ex-pats who live in Australia and in other countries which still have a connection to the place.

Online resources which increase exposure of Christmas Island’s cultural heritage profile is an effective tool in reaching these audiences. 
This can be done simply with existing resources, for example by including more detailed information on the website of the Christmas 
Island Tourism Association or the Shire of Christmas Island which promotes the community’s history and cultural heritage. In addition, 
new tools can be developed such as virtual tours and with today’s technology these can now be done relatively easily and inexpensively.

Utilising web-based methods and technologies is aimed towards off-Island audiences due to the technological disadvantages which limit 
the direct use of apps or websites.

Recommended	Actions
6a. Expand existing websites such as www.christmas.net.au with cultural content in association with community groups and   
 individuals.
6b. Investigate the development of virtual tours or apps which can record and communicate the Island’s significant stories and  
 places.
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7. Heritage Festival

The National Trust movement annually facilitates a National Heritage Festival from 18 April to 18 May. This a federally funded event and 
participants receive support though free publicity including a presence in a program, media coverage and promotion through National 
Trust publications. 

Significant traditions and events are celebrated inclusively and often at Christmas Island. However, there are island sites and experiences 
which require further investigation and an inclusive approach to ensure heritage values of each community are reflected in interpretive 
outcomes.

The Christmas Island community is quite active in organising celebrations related to major holidays and other occasions including Territory 
Day which has a week long lead up.

Recommended	Actions:
7a. Consider developing heritage-related events in association with community groups during the Heritage Festival celebrations both  
 on-Island as well as within ex-pat communities (e.g. Perth, Port Hedland, Katanning etc.) which can then be promoted nationally  
 around Australia.
7b. Develop a 60th Anniversary program plan including local and international guests and speakers.
7c. Incorporate heritage as part of Territory Day celebrations.
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8. Partnerships

Christmas Island has a number of opportunities to develop partnerships with organisations including libraries, universities and other 
institutions. 

The State Library of Western Australia supplies materials and services (books and resources – non-heritage material) to Christmas Island. SLWA’s 
collection development policy specifies the Library collects Indian Ocean heritage or published material.  The collecting intent also supports 
connections between Western Australia and Christmas Island. A precursory audit of oral histories relating to Christmas Island was undertaken 
by the SLWA July 2016, revealed that within the SLWA collection, and those of the major State and national collections, 28 interviews are held 
at the National Library of Australia (NLA) the “Christmas Island life story oral history project” [1986-87]. NLA also has two more contemporary 
interviews relating to Christmas Island. The NLA and National Archive also hold a large collection of other materials related to the Territories. 
The State Library has one oral history with Don Taylor who was an Administrator from 1986-1990. Christmas Island library holds nine oral 
histories produced in 2006. The SLWA recognises the Christmas Island history is significant to collect and this is reflected in the Library’s 
collecting intent. 9

9. http://slwa.wa.gov.au/about_us/our_collection/what_we_collect/collection_development_policy_framework/cdp_framework_specific_collecting_profiles/collecting_profile_j._s._battye_library_of_west_australian_history

Christmas Island offers international research opportunities with Australian universities. Academic partnerships across a variety of disciplines 
expand the profile of Christmas Island with the development of new knowledge for new audiences. Christmas Island’s geographical position and 
political history past and recent can demonstrate new ways of reframing history and the perceptions on the ocean. For example, in June 2016, 
a University of Western Australian field school was held at Christmas Island including 6 students investigating tangible and intangible heritage. 
There are plans to arrange a professional placement to the Union of Christmas Island Workers to assist with cataloguing and digitisation of their 
archive.

The Indian Ocean Archaeology Network is researching emerging interests in local and global stories. There is interest in the evidence of 
‘maritime competency’, the ‘Ocean of Faith’, ‘Ocean of Objects’ and the use of resources through a lens of the modern Indian Ocean.

Recommended	Actions:
8a.  Investigate the development of partnerships with the State Library of Western Australia and the National Library of Australia to   
 undertake programs for the recording and collecting of materials related to Christmas Island.
8b.  Approach tertiary institutions to gauge interest in developing ongoing research programs, e.g. cultural mapping, archaeological   
 investigations, environmental projects.
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1 
 

Identified Nodes and Themes 

Node  Themes  Interpretation 
Airport  Tracing the natural evolution of Australia 

Peopling Australia 
Developing local, regional and natural economies 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Cemeteries  Marking the phases of life 
 

Interpretation signage 

China Town  Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Roundabout  Developing local, regional and natural 
economies/ Working 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Kampong  Peopling Australia/ Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Flying Fish Cove  Peopling Australia/ Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life/ Developing local, regional and 
national economies/ Building settlements, towns 
and cities/ Working/ Marking the phases of life 
 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

European Cemeteries  Marking the phases of life/ Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 
 

Interpretation signage 

Ceremonial  Defending Australia/ Governing 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Grants Well  Working/ Peopling Australia 
Developing local, regional and natural economies 
 

Interpretation signage and design elements 

Phosphate Hill  Developing Australia’s Cultural life/ Marking the 
phases of life 

Interpretation signage and design elements (seating) 

This table briefly summarises the major themes and stories at identified nodes which have been recommended in this Interpretation Strategy.

Appendix 1
Identified Nodes and Themes
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1 
 

Table of Island Journeys 

Title  Meta themes  Theme  Story  Whole of Island/ location  Type of Interpretation 
Spiritual contours  Power of the landscape  Developing Australia’s 

Cultural life 
Fen Shui  and the bridge to 
China 

Phosphate  Hill Cemetery 
Node 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour/ interpretive signage 

The brotherhood 
 

Power of the landscape  Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Hung men brotherhood  and 
impact on Chinese 
community, links to Malay 

Cemeteries node  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

What’s in a name 
 

Isolation and connection  Building Settlements, towns 
and cities 

Connections to naming 
around the Island 

Area can be tailored to 
interest 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour   

Force of nature 
 

Power of the landscape  Tracing the natural 
evolution of Australia 

Understanding how the swell 
season impacts daily life for 
Christmas Islanders  

Gaze Road to Ceremonial 
area 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour / signage 

Island Legends 
 

Island of promise  Working/ Developing 
Australia’s Cultural life 
 
Working/ Developing 
Australia’s Cultural life 

Gordon Bennett 
 
 
Dr Sara Robertson  
 
Unknown Serviceman 

Gaze Road /Poon Saan 
 
 
European Cemeteries 
 
European Cemeteries 

Personal Tour/Potential VIP  
tour with Mark Bennett  
 
Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour / sensitive signage 

Labour Daze 
 

Island of promise  Working  Understanding the worker 
conditions at CI, the 
arrangements of race, class 
and employment. 

Gaze Road China town 
illustrate with remnant 
architecture. 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Rail Routes  Power of the Landscape 
 

Developing local, regional 
and national economies/ 
working 
 

Rail routes , infrastructure, 
hardware and connections 

Link to existing railway 
hardware and surviving 
infrastructure 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Island Harmony 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Tea Gardens  and Gambling  Settlement to Tea Gardens  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour /  signage 

The future and 
Phosphate 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

The changing fortunes of 
phosphate 

Overlooking industrial area 
near CITA 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Boom and Busted 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

Phosphate mining and the 
impact of WWII 

Ceremonial area/  
6 inch gun 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour r/  signage 

Freedom seekers 
 

Island of promise  Governing  Asylum seekers and 
Christmas Island 

Island edges   
Flying Fish Cove Wharf Gaze 
road 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Mining moments 
 

Power of the landscape  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

Changing methods and 
technology mining 
phosphate over 117 years  

This story can be told at 
many locations 

VIP Tours with Phosphate 
resources limited. 

Appendix 2
Table of Island Journeys

This table identifies appropriate locations for new or enhanced interpretation and the relevant themes and stories.
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Table of Island Journeys cont.

2 
 

Kampong Life 
 

Island of promise  Peopling Australia/ 
Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Malay connections and boat 
skills 

Kampong + Flying fish Cove  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Unknown Serviceman 
 

Isolation and connection  Defending Australia/ 
Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Arrival and departure of the 
“Unknown Serviceman” 
Ongoing acknowledgement 

Flying fish Cove to European 
Cemetery 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

A temple trail 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life/ Peopling 
Australia 

Introduction to Temples on 
Christmas Island what they 
mean 

Roundabout and China town  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Distant shores 
 

Island of promise  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

Time, waiting and supply 
challenges with getting  food 
and supplies to CI 

Gaze Road looking out to 
Ocean + Port area 

Guided tour 

 

1 
 

Table of Island Journeys 

Title  Meta themes  Theme  Story  Whole of Island/ location  Type of Interpretation 
Spiritual contours  Power of the landscape  Developing Australia’s 

Cultural life 
Fen Shui  and the bridge to 
China 

Phosphate  Hill Cemetery 
Node 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour/ interpretive signage 

The brotherhood 
 

Power of the landscape  Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Hung men brotherhood  and 
impact on Chinese 
community, links to Malay 

Cemeteries node  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

What’s in a name 
 

Isolation and connection  Building Settlements, towns 
and cities 

Connections to naming 
around the Island 

Area can be tailored to 
interest 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour   

Force of nature 
 

Power of the landscape  Tracing the natural 
evolution of Australia 

Understanding how the swell 
season impacts daily life for 
Christmas Islanders  

Gaze Road to Ceremonial 
area 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour / signage 

Island Legends 
 

Island of promise  Working/ Developing 
Australia’s Cultural life 
 
Working/ Developing 
Australia’s Cultural life 

Gordon Bennett 
 
 
Dr Sara Robertson  
 
Unknown Serviceman 

Gaze Road /Poon Saan 
 
 
European Cemeteries 
 
European Cemeteries 

Personal Tour/Potential VIP  
tour with Mark Bennett  
 
Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour / sensitive signage 

Labour Daze 
 

Island of promise  Working  Understanding the worker 
conditions at CI, the 
arrangements of race, class 
and employment. 

Gaze Road China town 
illustrate with remnant 
architecture. 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Rail Routes  Power of the Landscape 
 

Developing local, regional 
and national economies/ 
working 
 

Rail routes , infrastructure, 
hardware and connections 

Link to existing railway 
hardware and surviving 
infrastructure 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Island Harmony 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing Australia’s 
Cultural life 

Tea Gardens  and Gambling  Settlement to Tea Gardens  Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour /  signage 

The future and 
Phosphate 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

The changing fortunes of 
phosphate 

Overlooking industrial area 
near CITA 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Boom and Busted 
 

Isolation and connection  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

Phosphate mining and the 
impact of WWII 

Ceremonial area/  
6 inch gun 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour r/  signage 

Freedom seekers 
 

Island of promise  Governing  Asylum seekers and 
Christmas Island 

Island edges   
Flying Fish Cove Wharf Gaze 
road 

Self guided tour/ Guided 
tour 

Mining moments 
 

Power of the landscape  Developing local, regional 
and national economies 

Changing methods and 
technology mining 
phosphate over 117 years  

This story can be told at 
many locations 

VIP Tours with Phosphate 
resources limited. 
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Appendix 3
Commonwealth Heritage Listed Places

4 
 

Appendix 

Place details  Place ID  Legal Status  Theme 
Christmas Island Natural Area  105187  Listed Place 

22/06/2004 
Tracing the Evolution of the Australian Environment 

Administrators House Precinct, 
Settlement, EXT, Australia 
 

105337  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Governing, Developing Local, regional and national 
economies, building settlements, town and cities, 
working 

Bungalow 702, Lam Lok Loh, 
Drumsite, 
 

105338  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
Building Settlements towns and Cities 

Drumsite Industrial Area, 
Drumsite, 
 

105339  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Working 
Developing Local, Regional and national Economies 

Industrial and Administrative 
Group, Murray Rd, Settlement,  
 

105246 
 

Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Working 
Developing Local, Regional and national Economies 
Governing 

Malay Kampong Precinct, Jalan 
Pantai, Settlement 
 

105433  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Building Settlements towns and Cities 

Malay Kampong Group, Jalan 
Panyai, Settlement,  
 

105402 
 

Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
 

Settlement Christmas Island, 
Gaze Rd, Settlement,  
 
 

105315 Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Governing, Developing Local, regional and national 
economies, building settlements, town and cities, 

4 
 

Appendix 

Place details  Place ID  Legal Status  Theme 
Christmas Island Natural Area  105187  Listed Place 

22/06/2004 
Tracing the Evolution of the Australian Environment 

Administrators House Precinct, 
Settlement, EXT, Australia 
 

105337  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Governing, Developing Local, regional and national 
economies, building settlements, town and cities, 
working 

Bungalow 702, Lam Lok Loh, 
Drumsite, 
 

105338  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
Building Settlements towns and Cities 

Drumsite Industrial Area, 
Drumsite, 
 

105339  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Working 
Developing Local, Regional and national Economies 

Industrial and Administrative 
Group, Murray Rd, Settlement,  
 

105246 
 

Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Working 
Developing Local, Regional and national Economies 
Governing 

Malay Kampong Precinct, Jalan 
Pantai, Settlement 
 

105433  Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Building Settlements towns and Cities 

Malay Kampong Group, Jalan 
Panyai, Settlement,  
 

105402 
 

Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
 

Settlement Christmas Island, 
Gaze Rd, Settlement,  
 
 

105315 Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Peopling Australia 
Governing, Developing Local, regional and national 
economies, building settlements, town and cities, 



56

5 
 

South Point Settlement Remains, 
South Point, 
 

105186 Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Developing Local, Regional and national Economies 
 

Poon Saan Group, Poon Saan Rd, 
Poon Saan 
 

105185 Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
 

Phosphate Hill Historic Area, 
Poon Saan 
 

105297 Listed Place 
22/06/2004 

Marking the phases of life 
Developing Australia’s Cultural life 
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Commonwealth Heritage Listed Places cont.
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6 
 

The National Framework for Historic Themes  

A national approach to Australian historic themes is consistent with the Australian government’s heritage agencies commitment to common national 
standards for the identification and conservation of heritage places.  

Australian Historic Theme  Sub theme   Examples 
1 Tracing the natural evolution of Australia 
 

1.2 Tracing the emergence of Australian 
plants and animals 
1.3 Assessing scientifically diverse 
environments 
1.4 Appreciating the natural wonders 
of Australia

Natural heritage identification and recognition 

2 Peopling Australia 
 

2.2 Adapting to diverse environments 
2.4 Migrating 
2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity 
2.4.3 Migrating to escape oppression 
2.4.4 Migrating through organised 
colonisation 
 

Development  of mining work force 
 Migration to Christmas Island 

3 Developing local, regional and national 
economies 
 

3.1 Exploring the coastline
3.4 Utilising natural resources 
3.4.3 Mining 
3.6 Recruiting labour 
3.7 Establishing communications 
3.7.1 Establishing postal services 
3.8 Moving goods and people 
3.8.1 Shipping to and from 
Australian ports 
3.8.3 Developing harbour facilities 
3.8.5 Moving goods and people on land 
3.8.6 Building and maintaining railways 
3.8.7 Building and maintaining roads 
3.8.8 Getting fuel to engines 
3.8.9 Moving goods and people by air 
3.11 Altering the environment 
3.11.4 Clearing vegetation 

Discovery of Island, phosphate 
Development of mining industry  and workforce 
Expanding through rail 
Development of settlement 
Transport to Christmas Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mining impact and revegetation 
 

Appendix 4
The National Framework for Historic Themes

A national approach to Australian historic themes is consistent with the Australian government’s heritage agencies commitment to common national standards 
for the indentification and conservation of heritage places. This table identifies the Australian Historic Themes and sub-themes and examples of how these can 
be applied to Christmas Island.
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7 
 

3.11.5 Establishing water supplies
3.12 Feeding people 
3.12.3 Importing foodstuffs 
3.14.1 Building to suit Australian 
conditions 
3.14.2 Using Australian materials 
in construction 
3.16 Struggling with remoteness, 
hardship and failure 
3.16.1 Dealing with hazards 
and disasters 
3.17 Inventing devices 
3.22 Lodging people 
3.23 Catering for tourists 
3.24 Selling companionship 
and sexual services 
3.25 Adorning Australians 
 

 
Why is food expensive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 Building settlements, towns and cities 
 

4.1 Planning urban settlements
4.1.1 Selecting township sites 
4.1.2 Making suburbs 
4.6 Remembering significant phases 
in the development of settlements, 
towns and cities 

Development of the townships and links to 
distinct communities 

5 Working  5.1 Working in harsh conditions
5.1.2 Coping with dangerous jobs 
and workplaces 
5.2 Organising workers and work places 
 
 

Harsh and dangerous work conditions and links to 
union action 

6 Educating  6.1 Forming associations, libraries
and institutes for self‐education 
6.2 Establishing schools 
6.3 Training people for the workplace 
6.5 Educating people in remote places 
 

Christmas Island children and schooling 
Training on Christmas Island 6 

 

The National Framework for Historic Themes  

A national approach to Australian historic themes is consistent with the Australian government’s heritage agencies commitment to common national 
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1.4 Appreciating the natural wonders 
of Australia

Natural heritage identification and recognition 
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2.2 Adapting to diverse environments 
2.4 Migrating 
2.4.2 Migrating to seek opportunity 
2.4.3 Migrating to escape oppression 
2.4.4 Migrating through organised 
colonisation 
 

Development  of mining work force 
 Migration to Christmas Island 

3 Developing local, regional and national 
economies 
 

3.1 Exploring the coastline
3.4 Utilising natural resources 
3.4.3 Mining 
3.6 Recruiting labour 
3.7 Establishing communications 
3.7.1 Establishing postal services 
3.8 Moving goods and people 
3.8.1 Shipping to and from 
Australian ports 
3.8.3 Developing harbour facilities 
3.8.5 Moving goods and people on land 
3.8.6 Building and maintaining railways 
3.8.7 Building and maintaining roads 
3.8.8 Getting fuel to engines 
3.8.9 Moving goods and people by air 
3.11 Altering the environment 
3.11.4 Clearing vegetation 

Discovery of Island, phosphate 
Development of mining industry  and workforce 
Expanding through rail 
Development of settlement 
Transport to Christmas Island 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mining impact and revegetation 
 

The National Framework for Historic Themes cont.
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7 Governing  7.1 Governing Australia as a province 
of the British Empire 
7.2 Developing institutions of self government 
and democracy 
7.2.1 Protesting 
7.2.2 Struggling for inclusion in the 
political process 
7.2.3 Working to promote civil liberties 
7.2.4 Forming political associations 
7.6 Administering Australia 
7.6.2 Controlling entry of persons and 
disease 
7.6.3 Policing Australia 
7.6.5 Incarcerating people 
7.6.10 Conserving fragile environments 
7.6.12 Conserving Australia’s heritage 
7.7 Defending Australia 
7.7.1 Providing for the common 
defence 
7.7.2 Preparing to face invasion 
7.7.3 Going to war 
7.8 Establishing regional and 
local identity 

 Christmas island ‐ A unique Australian territory 
 
 
 
Union actions by Gordon Bennett 
 
 
 
Administrator’s house 
Defence and detention 
 
 
 
 
 
Wartime links and the unknown sailor 

8 Developing Australia’s cultural life  8.1 Organising recreation
8.1.2 Betting 
8.1.3 Developing public parks 
and gardens 
8.1.4 Enjoying the natural environment 
8.2 Going to the beach 
8.4 Eating and drinking 
8.5 Forming associations 
8.5.1 Preserving traditions and group 
memories 
8.6 Worshipping 
8.6.1 Worshipping together 
8.6.2 Maintaining religious traditions and ceremonies 

 Calender of events 
 
 
A distinctive way of life reflecting Chinese, Malay 
and European traditions. 
 
Food and festivals 
 
 
Mosque  
 
Qing Ming and Hungry Ghost 

The National Framework for Historic Themes cont.
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8.6.4 Making places for worship 
8.7 Honouring achievement 
8.8 Remembering the fallen 
8.9 Commemorating significant events 
8.9.1 Remembering disasters 
8.10 Pursuing excellence in the arts 
and sciences 
8.10.5 Advancing knowledge in science 
and technology 
8.12 Living in and around 
Australian homes 
 

 
 
 
Unknown sailor/ Japanese  occupation 

9 Marking the phases of life  9.1Bringing babies into the world
9.2 Growing up 
9.2.1 Being children 
9.2.2 Joining youth organisations 
9.2.3 Being teenagers 
9.2.4 Courting 
9.3 Forming families and partnerships 
9.4 Being an adult 
9.5 Living outside a family/partnership 
9.6 Growing old 
9.7 Dying 
9.7.1 Dealing with human remains 
9.7.2 Mourning the dead 
9.7.3 Remembering the dead 

 
 
 
Remembering the dead 

 

And then references  

The National Framework for Historic Themes cont.
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Selected References
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Bartleson, Hélène. Golden leaves – An Introduction to the Chinese Cemeteries of Christmas Island, BooBook Editions, Ryde, 2008

Hobson, Valerie. Our Island Home, Frontier Services, Sydney, 2008

Zekulich, Michael. Spirit of Christmas Island Fifty Years Australian, Scott Print, Perth, 2008

Reports

National Trust of Australia (WA) Christmas Island Heritage  Policy and Heritage Startegy, 2016

Planning for People. Christmas Island Walking Track Strategy Final Report for the Christmas Island Tourism Association, 2007

Planning for People. Christmas Island Destination Development Report for the Christmas Island Tourism Association, 2008

Parks Australia. Christmas Island National Park Visitor Experience Plan 2016-2018 Christmas Island National Park, 2015

Godden MacKay Logan, Christmas Island: Heritage Review, DCPS and Development Guidelines (Vols 1-3), 1998

Websites

Commonwealth Heritage List https://www.environment.gov.au/cgi-bin/ahdb/search.pl?mode=search_results;state=EXT;list_code=CHL;legal_status=35

https://www.christmas.net.au/
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